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You don’t have to be a 
Bible scholar to be famil-
iar with Jesus’ first mira-

cle – the turning of water into 
wine. But because the story 
is so well-known, a powerful 
life-changing message can be 
easily overlooked. The story is 
in the second chapter of John’s 
gospel. 
Jesus and His disciples had been 
invited to a wedding in Cana 
- a little village nestled in the 
hills in the middle of nowhere. 
Jesus’ mother was also there. 
When she noticed that the wine 
supply had run out, she turned 
to Jesus and announced, “They 
have no more wine.” Running 
out of wine at a wedding was 
a catastrophe! A wedding in 
the first century typically lasted 
for a week and the bridegroom 
and his family were responsible 
for providing food and drink 
during this time of celebration. 
To run out of wine was more 
than embarrassing; it broke 
the strong unwritten laws of 
hospitality and would bring 
shame on the family. From that 
day onwards people would 
point and say “That’s the fami-
ly who didn’t order enough 
wine and so everyone left.”
Perhaps Mary was in charge of 
catering or the kitchen or both 

hence her concern about the 
wine. But instead of asking Jesus 
to do something she instructed 
the servants, “Do whatever He 
tells you.” Jesus, in compassion, 
took care of the concerns of 
His mother and directed the 
servants to refill the six 20 to 30 
gallon water jars with water and 
then to draw out that water. 
The  result? It was the best wine 
that had been served at this 
important family celebration. 
But don’t miss Jesus’ words to 
the servants, “Fill the jars with 
water” (verse 7).” Why didn’t 
Jesus just perform the miracle? 
He could have just spoken and 
instantaneously the water would 
have changed to wine. Why 
did He involve the servants?   

God invites us to partici-
pate in what He’s doing.
Jesus’ passion is sharing. He 
includes others. Jesus came to 
include us in His relationship with 
the Father and Holy Spirit. Here 
He invited a group of “no-bod-
ies” to join in a miracle that He 
was about to perform. This is a 
revealing moment. First, this story 
reveals that God invites us to 
participate in what He’s doing.

God is in the ordinary.
Second, this story beautifully illus-
trates that God is in the ordinary 

and simple things of life. Jesus 
asked the servants to fill the jars 
with water. Getting water was 
a routine, mundane, everyday 
ordinary chore done by ordi-
nary servants. Jesus’ request 
couldn’t have made much 
sense but the servants respond-
ed and in doing so they got 
to participate in the presence 
of Jesus Christ and the bless-
ing of the miracle. This is what 
God is like. He will take the little 
ordinary things like two mites, 
seeds, five pebbles, loaves and 
fishes and work in them and 
bless people through them. The 
Lord’s prayer exhorts us to pray 
for our daily bread – meaning 
our food, our job, our clothes. 
Think of the ordinary things you 
do; standing in the bank queue, 
stuck in traffic, fishing, washing 
the dishes, cooking the food. 
His name Emmanuel means 
”God with us”- in every detail. 
God is not only interested in big 
religious themes like judgment, 
heaven or hell. If that’s true He 
skips over our entire lives. Jesus 
loved to speak about fishermen 
sorting fish, farmers ploughing 
fields and harvesting crops, 
and shepherds minding flocks. 
Although Jesus was on the 
greatest mission in history of 
humanity He made time to 
attend a wedding. And He 
quietly responded to a need 
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by performing an unnecessary 
act of kindness at an ordi-
nary wedding for an ordinary, 
unnamed couple. Although 
the wedding couple may not 
have known immediately what 
had happened they must have 
found out later and wondered; 
“Why did He do that for us? 
We are not important to Him.” 
They hadn’t asked Jesus to 
do anything. They didn’t even 
have any faith because they 
didn’t see the need for faith. 
They, in fact, didn’t have 
anything to worry about. All 
they could do was just enjoy 
their special day. Today we 
still don’t know who they were. 
They were just ordinary people.

God reveals to us who He 
is and what He’s like.
If you were God how would you 
show everyone what you are 
like? Especially your first miracle. 
Would you raise the dead?  Heal 
the sick and the blind? Walk on 
water? Cast out demons? God 
didn’t. He revealed Himself in 
the turning of water into wine. 
It was an amazing miracle but 
how necessary was it? It wasn’t 
a matter of life or death. He 
didn’t have to do it. But in this 
story Jesus showed us who 
God is and what He is like.  
Jesus could have stopped the 
wedding and said that the 
guests had had enough and 
it was time to leave. He could 
have called a prayer meeting 
and said “Let’s get serious.” He 
could have said “Gather around 
me and watch me turn water 
into wine.” He could have given 
a lecture about the love of God.  

He could have - but instead He 
revealed the love of God. When 
we say God is love do we think 
of God loving ordinary people 
doing ordinary things? Usually 
we think of salvation, forgiveness 
and redemption but here was 
God turning 180 gallons of water 
into wine!  He showed some 
anonymous, insignificant couple 
His love - but to our Triune God 
they were significant. Someone 
had made a silly mistake – and 
that was enough for Jesus to 
get involved. God is passion-
ate, interested and involved 
in the details of our little lives. 
God not only loves you but He 
really likes you! He’s interested 
in your life - where you go shop-
ping, what you worry about 
– and even your wedding. 
Jesus is always with us and does 
His works in and through us. He is 
in your laughter and your tears. 
He sits with you as you work on 
your budget. There is nothing 
you do that’s not important to 
Him. You matter so much to 
Him that he pictured Himself 
as a shepherd leaving his 99 
sheep to find one missing, ordi-
nary sheep. That sheep is you.  
These lessons contained in 
Jesus’ first miracle can be easi-
ly overlooked but they reveal 
to us  who God is and what 
He is really like. John wrote 
(verse 11) that what Jesus did in 
Cana “was the first of the signs 
through which he revealed his 
glory”.  God’s glory is His good-
ness (Exodus 33, 34). Glory is 
the out-radiance of who God 
really is - compassionate, kind, 
gracious and abounding in love.  

But this wedding is not the end 
of the story. John wrote about 
another wedding in Revelation 
in which he described a great 
wedding feast of the Lamb 
when God’s people will come 
down from heaven adorned as 
a bride and at that point God 
will wipe away “all tears from 
their eyes.” Jesus is saying to you 
and me in his first miracle; “This 
is who I really am, and I want 
to provide you with everything 
you need in this life – to be rid 
of sin and shame and failure 
and regrets so that you can 
be married to me forever.”
Jesus is in the wedding business 
and He has promised us - He 
has made a vow - whether in 
sickness or in health, plenty or 
in want, sin or shame “You are 
mine, both now and forever.”

Prayer
Holy Spirit please reveal  my 
Father more fully to me each 
day through circumstances 
that come into my life. Give 
me spiritual eyes to see the 
presence and work of Jesus. 
Help me to deeply understand 
and believe that you are not 
far away but right here in the 
middle of my ordinary life. Is 
there something that I need to 
see that I’m not seeing? Is there 
something you are blessing that 
I may participate in? I surren-
der to you. I’m yours to fit into 
whatever you are up to today. 
As I do ordinary things show 
me how you may be glorified. 
Amen   
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